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Asanga Tilakaratne 
Curriculum Vitae 

 

Name: Asanga Tilakaratne 

 

Date of Birth:  June 8, 1952 (male, married. 01 child) 

 

Permanent Address: 36, Quinlan Avenue, Mirihana, Kotte, Sri Lanka. 

                                     Tel. (94 11) 2828952 e-mail: tasanga8@gmail.com 

 

Work Address: Buddhist Studies Program, University of Colombo, Colombo, Sri 

Lanka 

 

 

Academic Qualifications: 

 

Doctor of Philosophy in Comparative Philosophy. May 1992: University of Hawai’i 

at Manoa, USA. Thesis Topic: Transcendence, Ineffability and Nirvana: An Analysis 

of the Relation between  Religious Experience and Language According to Early 

Buddhism (1986-1992). 

 

Master of Arts in Western Philosophy: August 1986. University of Hawai’i at 

Manoa, USA. (1984-86). 

 

Bachelor of Arts (Hons.) Buddhist Philosophy (main) and Pali (subsidiary). First 

Class Pass, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 1982. Studied Sanskrit in the first 

year and had an A pass.  

 

Tripitakavedi: Tripitaka, Pali, Sanskrit, Sinhala, English, Tamil and Tarka-nyaya. 

First Class Pass.1969-1974. Buddha Sravaka Bhiksu University, Anuradhapuraya, Sri 

Lanka. 

 

Pracina Pandita:  Pali, Sanskrit and Sinhala  1975. Oriental Studies Society, Sri 

Lanka. 

 

Certificate of Counselling: Paul VIth Centre, Colombo. 1984. 

 

Areas of Specialization: Pali Canon, Early Buddhism, Buddhist Philosophy and 

Logic, Indian Philosophy, Philosophy of Language, Philosophy of Religion, 

 

Areas of Competence: Early Western Philosophy, Modern Western Philosophy, East 

Asian Philosophy, Vedanta, Wittgenstein, Kant, Frege and Nagarjuna. 

 

 

Academic Distinctions 
 

Placed island-first in order of merit at Pracina Prarambha (beginner) (Oriental Studies 

Society OSS) Examination: 1968. 
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Placed island-first in order of merit at Pracina Madhyama (intermediate OSS) 

Examination: 1971. 

 

Entered Buddha Sravaka Bhiksu University as the first in order of merit in an island-

wide entrance examination and retained the stand throughout all five years, and 

graduated with first class pass: 1974. 

 

Placed island-first at GAQ examination held by University of Peradeniya, External 

Examinations Branch and was awarded internal studentship as a recognition of the 

merit: 1978. 

 

First-ever First Class Hons. Degree awarded by University of Peradeniya to an 

external student: 1982. 

 

 

Prizes 

 

Prize for the subject of Pali in all three Prarambha, Madhyama and Avasana (final) 

examinations of Oriental Studies Society (OSS), Colombo: 1968, 1971, 1975. 

 

Gunapala Senadheera Prize for the student who scores highest in the final degree 

examination of Buddha Sravaka Bhiksu University, Anuradhapura: 1974. 

 

 

Fellowships 

 

East West Center Fellowship awarded by East West Center, Honolulu, Hawai’i, USA 

to outstanding graduate students from Asia and Pacific: 1984-86. 

 

Commonwealth Fellow at Oxford University and Visiting Scholar at Wolfson 

College: October 1999- September 2000. 

   

Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology, Yonsei University, Korea, 2007-2008 

academic year. 

 

 

Work Experience:  Present 

 

Professor of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Colombo, Colombo & 

Coordinator of the Buddhist Studies program (from January 2009 onwards). 

Founder & Joint Secretary: Sri Lanka Association of Buddhist Studies (SLABS) 

from its inception in August 2002. 

 

Founder Chairman: Damrivi Foundation (A non-governmental organization working 

for economic, social and spiritual development), Colombo, Sri Lanka (Founder 

chairman since 2003-) 

 

Assistant Editor (from 2001): Dialogue. Journal published by the The Ecumenical 

Institute for Study and Dialogue, Colombo. Chief Editor: Dr. Alloysius Peiris, S.J. 
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Contributing Editor: International Journal of Buddhist Thought and Culture, 

International Association of Buddhist Thought and Culture, Dongguk University, 

Korea. (2007 onwards) 

 

Member of Advisory Committee: The Mahachulalonkorn Journal of Buddhist Studies, 

Maha Culalonkorn University, Thailand.(2008 onwards) 

 

Member and Sri Lanka Representative: International Program Committee and 

Representative of Sri Lanka of South and Southeast Asian Association for Study of 

Religion. (SSEASR). (2007 onwards) 

 

 

Work Experience: Past 

 

Director: Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies (University of 

Kelaniya), Colombo, Sri Lanka- 11th December 2003-10th December 2006.  

 

Senior Professor (since 15th January, 2006) 

Professor (since January 1998) 

Senior Lecturer (since July 1992) 

Head of the Department of Buddhist Philosophy (1993-2007)  

Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies (University of Kelaniya), 

Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 

Teaching career: I have been teaching subjects related to philosophy, logic and 

critical thinking and Buddhist philosophy since 1986 from when I first joined the 

University of Hawaii, Department of Philosophy as a PhD student. During 1984-86, I 

completed my Masters as a Grantee of East West Center and during these two years 

my teaching career was interrupted. Ever since I joined the Department of Philosophy 

as a Graduate Student I have been first teaching as a Teaching Assistant and since 

1989 (till 1992 July) I was teaching undergraduate courses both at University of 

Hawaii, Philosophy and Religion Departments and at Chaminade University, Hawaii. 

I joined Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies in July 1992 as a Senior 

Lecturer and ever since I have been teaching at the Institute uninterrupted (except 

Sept.1999-Sept.2000 when I was a Senior Commonwealth Fellow at Oxford 

University, UK). Meanwhile, I have also been teaching intermittently as Visiting 

Lecturer at University of Ruhuna, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

University of Peradeniya and University of Colombo during this period. In the 

academic year 2007-2008 I was a visiting professor in the Department of Sociology at 

Yonsei University, Korea. I taught graduate courses on Weber, sociology of religion 

and  

Theory of justice and undergraduate courses on South Asia religion.After joining 

University of Colombo as professor of Pali and Buddhist studies I have been teaching 

undergraduate courses on Buddhist epistemology, Buddhist logic, ethics and Western 

philosophy. 

  

Courses Taught at the Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies: 

The Indian religious Background and Emergence of Buddhism: Postgraduate 

Diploma; English and Sinhala mediums: 1993-94. 

Buddhist Social Philosophy: Postgraduate Diploma; English medium, 1995 onwards. 
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Philosophy of Religion and Buddhism: MA; English and Sinhala mediums, 1993-95. 

Buddhist Logic and Epistemology: MA; Sinhala and English mediums, 1995 

onwards. 

Nagarjuna’s Philosophy of Emptiness: MA; English and Sinhala mediums, 1997 

onwards. 

Studies in the Buddhist Concept of Justice: MA 2001. 

Vinaya and Modern Legal Philosophy 2001 onwards 

 

Member of University Grants Commission Committee for Postgraduate Studies 

(2003-2006) 

 

Member of coordinating Committee for National Centre for Humanities and Social 

Sciences (2003-2006) and Member of the Interim Board of Management of the 

same Institute (2005-2006). 

 

Member of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of Kelaniya (2003-2006). 

  

Member of the Editorial Board:  Indian International Journal of Buddhist Studies, 

B.J.K. Institute of Buddhist and Asian Studies, Varanasi, India. (2005-) 

  

Member of the Board of Management and Academic Boards (1993-Oct. 2007): 

Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Colombo.  

 

Member of the Senate (1993 onwards):  Buddhist and Pali University of  Sri Lanka, 

Colombo. Reappointed 2001-2006. 

 

Acting Director: Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Colombo: From 

April 21st to July 17th of 1993 and November 22nd to December 06th of 1993.  

 

Visiting Lecturer: Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, Homagama: 

Courses Taught: Western Philosophy: 1997. Special 2nd year. English medium. 

Buddhism and Contemporary Religions: 1997 &1998 MA English and Sinhala 

medium.   

Buddhism and Contemporary Problems: 1996. Final year special degree. English 

medium. 

 

Visiting Lecturer: University of Colombo: Department of  Buddhism and Pali. 1997 

& 1998, 2001, 2002 and 2003. 

Courses Taught: 

Buddhist Social Philosophy: general degree final year.1997-98. 

Buddhist Culture in South and South-East Asia: general degree 2nd year.1997-98.  

Mahayana Buddhism: final year.1998. 

Social Philosophy of Buddhism: general degree first year students: 2001. 

Buddhist Political and Economic Philosophy: general degree final year students:2001. 

 

Council Member:  The World Buddhist University, Bangkok, Thailand; 2000-2005. 

 

Member of the Senate: Buddha Sravaka Bhiksu University, Anuradhapura, Sri 

Lanka: 1998-1999 (resigned in September 1999 in order to leave for Oxford 

University) 
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Member: Buddhist Advisory Committee and Syllabus Committee for Religions 

(1998-99) National Institute of Education (NIE), Maharagama Sri Lanka.  

 

Member of Co-ordinating Committee : for developing a curriculum for Conflict 

Resolution and Peace Studies: Centre for Policy Research and Analysis, University of 

Colombo, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 

Visiting Lecturer. University of Peradeniya: 2001. Buddhism and Philosophical 

Problems: The final year students.  

 

Visiting Lecturer: Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Ruhuna, 

Matara, 1994-1997. Courses Taught: Social and Philosophical Background of 

Buddhist Culture: special first year: 1994 onwards: Sinhala medium. 

Evolution of Buddhist Nikayas 1994. Special 2nd year. Sinhala medium. 

Contemporary Sri Lankan and World Buddhist Culture: 1995 onwards. Final year; 

Sinhala medium. Guided the research paper of final year students who specialised in 

Buddhist Culture and Pali; 1995-96; Sinhala medium. 

. 

Visiting Lecturer: Postgraduate institute of Archaeology, Colombo Sri Lanka:  

Early and Medieval Pali Literature for MSc in Archaeology. 

 

Visiting Lecturer: Vidyodaya Ayatanaya, Buddhist and Pali University, Colombo. 

1994 –1997. Courses Taught: Buddhist Social Institutions 1994-96. Special first year. 

English medium. Studies in Buddhist Aesthetics: 1995-96. Special 2nd year. English 

medium. 

 

President: East West Center Association: Sri Lanka Chapter (EWCA-SLC) from June 

2013; Secretray from February.1993 - November 1997.  

 

Instructor: Department of Philosophy, University of Hawai’i at Manoa: 1988-1992. 

periodically. Courses Taught: Introduction to Philosophy (phil.100) 

Introduction to Logic (phil.110) 

 

Instructor: Department of Philosophy, Charminade University, Honolulu, Hawai’i. 

Courses Taught: Mathematical Logic (phil.100); Critical Thinking  (phil. 110) 

 

Instructor: Department of Religion, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, Honolulu, 

Hawai’i. 

Course taught: Introduction to World Religions (rel.110) 

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant (Instructor in `Philosophy for Children’ Program). 

Department of Philosophy, University of Hawai’i at Manoa. 1985-1988. Work 

involved instructing and training public school teachers in teaching children critical 

thinking. 

 

Visiting Lecturer:  Aquinas college of Higher Education, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 1982-

1984. 

Course Taught: Sinhala Literature for GAQ examination 
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Visiting Lecturer. Pinvatta Ayatanaya of Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka. 

1983-84.   Course Taught: Pali Literature. 

 

Research Assistant: Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies (University of 

Kelaniya) Feb. 1982 - June 1984. Work involved gathering and organizing 

historically and culturally significant materials from Pali commentaries. 

 

Research Assistant: Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, 

Colombo, Sri Lanka. Sep.1979-Jan.1982. Work involved translating Pali 

commentaries into English. 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES 

 

Organized with the support of the board and volunteers and raised funds: 5th 

International Buddhist academic conference of Sri Lanka Association of Buddhist 

Studies (SLABS), September 6-8, 2013 at Sambuddhatva Jayanthi Mandira, Colombo 

05. Presented a paper on “Gilgamesh and Siddhartha: Quest for Immortality”. 

 

Paper Presented: at Global Symposium 2013, Saitama, Japan, January 22-23: 

‘Tradition and Modernity: Thinking Asia across Frontiers’ on “Buddhist foundations 

for meaningful co-existence among individuals, societies and nations” 

 

Paper Presented: at International Conference on Buddhism and Society at Central 

University of Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, varanasi, India, 13-15, January, 2013, on 

“Socio-historical approach to Buddhism, Buddhist social theory/philosophy and 

Buddhist social activism: Towards clarification of some theoretical issues” 

 

Paper Presented: International Seminar on Buddhist Cultural Heritage at Sitagu 

International Buddhist Academy, Myanmar, 15-17, December, 2012, on “ The 

Buddhist Heritage of Sri Lanka.” 

 

Paper Presented: Seventh BiennialConference on ‘Cross Cultural Transmission of 

Buddhist Texts: Critical Edition, Transliteration and Translation’ at K.J. Somaiya 

Centre for Buddhist Studies, Mumbai, India, 5-7 December, 2012, on “Buddhaghosa, 

mahaviharavasinam vacanamagga and ‘indeterminacy of trasnlation’ ” 

 

Chaired a session: at “Dharma/Dhamma Conference, Organized by Mahabodhi 

Society, India and the Government of India, September 24.29, 2012. 

 

Paper Presented: at The International Conference to Commemorate the 100th Birth 

Anniversary of the Great Patriarch Sangwol Wongak (Geumgang University, Korea 

Nov. 12-14 2011) on “Religious Ethics and the New World Order: A Buddhist 

Critique and Reconstruction”. 

 

Invited Lecture on “A Review of the State of Buddhism in the West” on the UK 

Buddhist Day at Sri Saddhatissa International Buddhist Centre, Kingsbury, London, 

17 July, 2011. 
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Conducted 05 Seminars (each 2 hours) on “Reflections on the Dhamma: A 

Conceptual and Philosophical Approach” at Sri Saddhatissa International Buddhist 

Centre, Kingsbury, London, July 25-29, 2011. 

 

Keynote speech on “The turning of the Wheel of the Dhamma in the West: 

Significance of the Sambuddhatva” at 2600th  Sambuddhatva Jayanti celebrations, Sri 

Saddhatissa International Buddhist Centre, London, 12th June 2011. 

  

Presented a paper and chaired a session: at the International Buddhist Conference 

held at Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy (SIBA). Pallekelle, Sri Lanka, 

organized by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in commemoration of 

the 2600th Sambuddhatva Jayanti, March 20-21, 2011, on “Contemporary Indian 

Interpretations of Buddhism Interpreted”. 

 

Made a presentation: (with Dr. Ms. Yuki Sirimane) on “Effectiveness of culturally 

appropriate psychological interventions to cope with stressful situations in 

humanitarian emergencies: Tsunami experience” at the National Workshop on 

Evidence Based Practices in Mental Health at Primary Care Level and in the 

Community, held at Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies (BCIS), Colombo, 

on 28th February, 2011. 

 

Made a presentation: on “Understanding Mind From a Theravada Perspective” at the 

International Conference on Science, Spirituality and Education held at Namgyul 

Institute of  Tibetology, Gangtok, Sikkim under the auspices of the Government of 

Sikkim during 20-23 December, 2010. 

 

 

Organized the workshop on: The Power of the Word: Socio-Philosophical 

Dimension of Buddhism and presented a paper: on “Power of the word: socio-

philosophical dimension of Buddhism” at the workshop held at Damrivi Foundation 

Centre, Havelock town, Colombo on 15th December, 2010. 

 

Presented a paper: on “The Political Metaphor in the Life of the Buddha” 

 at the 4th Bi-annual International Conference of the Sri Lanka Association of 

Buddhist Studies [SLABS) held at Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy 

(SIBA), Pllekelle, Kandy, during 10-12, December, 2010.  

 

Presented a paper: on: “The Significance of the Commission into Writing the 

Tripitaka at the Aluvihara in the 1st Century BCE” at the International Conference 

organized by the World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB), at Cinnamon Grand Hotel, 

Colombo on 16th November, 2010. 

 

Delivered 04 (two hour) lectures on ‘Methodology of Abhidhamma’ at Somaiya 

Vidyavihar, Mumbai Oct. 01-07, 2010. 

 

Delivered 08 (two hour) lectures on ‘Language and Logic in a Buddhist Perspective’ 

at Department of Pali, Pune University, September 15-30, 2010. 
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Presented a paper: on “Is Samatha Indispensable for Vipassana?” at the International 

Conference on Buddhist Meditation Traditions, organized by Somayya Vidyavihar, 

Mumbai, India during 3-5 September, 2010. 

 

Chaired the round-table: on Buddhaghosa and the Theravada Tradition at the 

conference on Buddhist Meditation Traditions, organized by Somayya Vidyavihar, 

Mumbai, India during 3-5 September, 2010. 

 

Reviewed the abstracts and Chaired the session on Culture and Religion at Annual 

Research Symposium of Sabaragamuwa University, August 2-28, 2010. 

 

Reviewed the abstracts and Chief Moderator of the session on Engaged Buddhism at 

International Vesak Day Celebration conference, Mahachulalonkornrajavidyalaya 

University, Thailand, May 24-26, 2010. 

 

99th Sri Sumangala Commemoration Oration on ‘The Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri 

Sumangala and Buddhist Renaissance’ Vidyodaya Pirivena on 29th April 2010. 

 

Lecture at Patthana Maha Sabha Centre, Narahenpita on ‘How to study Abhidhamma’ 

on 3rd April 2010. 

 

Presented a paper: on “In What Sense Buddhist philosophy is Philosophy” at the 

Asian Philosophical Congress held at Javaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

during 6-9 March, 2010. 

 

Suvineetha Gunasekera Memorial Lecture (Department of Sociology, University of 

Colombo) on ‘Is justice applicable to family? At National Library Auditorium, 26th 

March, 2010. 

 

Presented a paper: on “Why there is no one Revered Text in the Theravada 

Tradition?” at the International Conference, Department of Pali, Pune University, 

India, during 21-23, December, 2009. 

 

Delivered an invited lecture: on “Language and the Nature of Religious Experience” 

at the Centre for Asian Studies, Gajamadah University, Jakarta, Indonesia, on 8th 

June, 2009. 

  

Presented a paper & Chaired a session at 3rd South and South East Asian Association 

for History of Religion (SSEASR) on “A New Trans-yanic Buddhism in the 

Making?” 03-06 June, 2009, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia. 

 

Presented a paper  titled “The Theravada Standpoint in Meat Eating” at Korean 

Buddhist Research Institute, Dongguk University, Korea, November 2008. 

 

Represented Sri Lanka and Damrivi Foundation as a faith-based organization 

and made a presentation: at Global Forum of Faith-based Organizations on 

Population and Developement, Istanbul, Turkey, 20-21 October, 2008. 

 

Keynote Speaker  at the first summit of the International Association of Buddhist 

Universities and International academic seminar on Buddhism and Ethics, on 
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“Thinking of Foundations and Justification of Buddhist Ethics”, 13-15, September, 

2008. 

 

Invited Guest Lecture, Brain Korea 21 Project, at Dongguk University, Korea: 

presented a paper on “Some Key Aspects of Buddhist Philosophy of Education”, Nov. 

29, 2007. 

 

Presented a paper titled “Suffering of Life and Liberation in Theravada Buddhism” at 

the annual conference of Korean Buddhist Professors’ Association, held at Woljung-

sa, Ohdae Mountain, Korea, August 20-23, 2007. 

 

Presented a paper titled “ The Early Vinaya Stand on Monastic Sexual Behaviour: A 

Study of the First Parajika of the Theravada Vinaya” at International Conference on 

Celibacy and Religious Enlightenment/Salvation, organized by International Centre 

for Korean Studies, Institute of Korean Culture, Korea University, Korea, August 2-3, 

2007. 

Presented a paper titled “Globalization and Religion in Asia: Is Religion an Equal 

Competitor?”, at Yonsei University Social Science Research Institute (SSRI) Spring 

Seminar on “Korea and Asia in Globalization: Culture, History and Politics”, 25th 

May, 2007. 

 

Presented a paper: “Verification, Falsification and Search for Certainty in 

Knowledge: An Old Question Revisited” at Sociology Department Seminar, Yonsei 

University, 04th April, 2007.  

Invited Guest Lecture: Korea Foundation Seminar, New Millennium Hall, Yonsei 

University, on “Multiple ways of studying religion: Is there one right way?”, 20th 

March, 2007. 

 

Chairman: November 28, 2006.: The joint one-day conference of PGIPBS and Jin 

Guk Order, Korea. Worked as the Chairman of the Conference. 

 

Coordinator, Resource  Person & Presented a Paper: World Philosophy Day 

seminar organized by National Science Foundation, Colombo: presented a theme 

paper on “Critical Thinking and Logic: A View from Periphery”; worked in the 

steering committee and also worked as a resource person in the seminar, being the 

Discussant for the Key-Note Address of Prof. K. Ramakrishnan, November 21-22, 

2006. 

 

Coordinator & Presented a Paper: Sri Lanka Association for Buddhist Studies 

(SLABS) conference: took part in organizing and presented a paper on “ Pratiti 

Nirakrta of Dharmakirti” November 17-19, 2006. 

 

Gave a Seminar on “Comparative Studies: Buddhist and western Philosophy” at 

Centre for Buddhist Studies, University of Hong Kong. September 27, 2006. 

 

Read a Paper on “Xuan Zang (and Other Chinese Pilgrims) on the History and 

Religion of Sri Lanka” at 3rd International Conference on Xuan Zang, organized by 

Centre for Xuan Zang Studies, Academy of Social Sciences of China, held at Daichi 

Monastery, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China. September 18-28, 2006. 
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Served as a Discussant at the Second Study Group meeting on Sri Lanka for the East 

West Center Washington Project on State Building Challenges in Asia, , Colombo, Sri 

Lanka. commented on the paper by Neil DeVotta on “Buddhist Nationalism and 

Ethnic Politics in Sri Lanka”. August 14-16, 2006. 

 

Presented a paper  on “Buddhism and Inter-religious Harmony” at the International 

Buddhist Conference, Kandy, Sri Lanka, 11-12, August, 2006. 

 

Coordinator and the Chief Resource Person of Research project on “How mental 

health can be addressed in a gender-sensitive manner using Buddhist Philosophy”, 

funded by UNIFEM, and wrote the final report. February – April, 2006, Colombo, Sri 

Lanka. 

Presented a paper on ‘Dialogue Within: Dynamics of Interaction among the Buddhist 

Schools’ at the International Conference on Buddhism in the New Era: Chances and 

Challenges, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, July 15-16, 2006. 

 

Represented Sri Lanka and served as a panelist: at the World Buddhist Forum, 

Hangzhou, China, April 13-16, 2006. 

 

Paper Presented: at the seminar: "Scientific Implications of Some Key Buddhist 

Concepts" organized by Society for the Integration of Science and Human Values, " 

Three Characteristics of Existence and Dependent Arising; The Buddhist Naturalist 

View of Reality", December 17, 2005, Colombo. 

 

Paper Presented: Conference on "Pali and Buddhist Studies: A View Towards the 

Future: Dec 10-11, BMICH, Colombo. Presented a paper on " Sociological and 

Anthropological Studies on Buddhism". 

 

Paper presented: Pontificia Universita Gregoriana, Rome, Conference on " Nostra 

Aetate Today", September 25-28, 2005. Plenary speaker and presented a paper on "40 

years of Nostra Aetate- A Buddhist Response" 

 

Paper Presented: The XIVth Conference of the Institutional Association of Buddhist 

Studies. School of Oriental and African Studies, (SOAS) London, August 29- 

September 3, 2005. Presented a paper on : Personality Differences of Arahants and 

the Origins of Theravada" 

 

Paper Presented: Ninth East West Philosophers' Conference on - Educations and their 

Purpose : A philosophical Dialogue Among Cultures, East West Center, Honolulu, 

Hawaii, USA May 29- June 10, 2005. Presented a paper on " Enlightened Ignorance: 

Rethinking Education as a Means of Generating Knowledge"  

 

Gandhara Week Celebrations in Pakistan March 28- April 3, 2005. Cultural tour in 

Pakistan, represented Buddhism, Pakistan. 

 

Paper Presented: South and Southeast Asian Association for Study of Religion 

(SSEASR) January 27-30, 2005, India. Presented a paper on " Religious Conflicts and 

Religions Truths: Are Conflicting Truth claims Responsible for Religious Conflicts?" 
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Paper Presented: “Sociological and Anthropological Studies on Sri Lankan 

Buddhism”, at the international conference on ‘Exploring Theravada Studies: 

Intellectual Trends and the Future of a Field of Study’ organized by Asia Research 

Institute, on 12-14 August 2004, at the National University of Singapore. 

 

Paper Presented: “Religious Tolerance: A Buddhist Analysis” at the international 

conference on ‘Buddhism for Twenty-First Century: An International Perspective’ on 

25-29 August 2004, at Central institute of Buddhist Studies, Leh, Ladakh. 

Paper Presented:  “Peace Beyond Globalization: A Buddhist Perspective” at the 

International Conference on Building Spirituality and Culture of Peace beyond 

Globalization, organized by National Christian Council, Colombo, 13-16 August, 

2003. 

 

Paper Presented: “A Study of Contemporary Sinhala Buddhism in Sri Lanka” at the 

Workshop on Changing Ethnic Identities in Sri Lanka, organized by American 

Institute for Sri Lanka Studies, on the 14th June, 2003, Colombo. 

 

Paper Presented: “Using Physical Power/Force and Inflicting Pain as Problems in 

Buddhist Ethics”, at Seminar on Buddhist Thought and Culture jointly sponsored by 

Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Colombo, and Dongguk 

University, Korea; Colombo, on the 8th January, 2003. 

 

Rapporteur: at International Conference on Buddha Sasana in Theravada Buddhist 

Countries: Issues and Way Forward, Sponsored by Ministry of Buddha Sasana, the 

Government of Sri Lanka; Colombo, 16-19, January, 2003. 

 

Paper Presented: “From Smoke to Fire: How safe is the Passage? An Examination of 

Dharmakirti’s Karya-linga”, at Symposium on Buddhist Logic, Department of 

Philosophy, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka; 22nd December 2002. 

 

Member of the Panel of Judges: Annual Research Sessions, University of 

Peradeniya, Peradeniya, 2001, 2002 and 2003. 

 

Paper Presented: “The Buddha and his Sangha” at the 3rd Buddhist-Christian 

Symposium organized by Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, held during 

Sept.27-Oct.3, 2002 in Tokyo, Japan. 

 

Paper Presented: “The Role of the Sangha in the Conflict in Sri Lanka’ at 

International Conference on Buddhism and Conflict in Sri Lanka organized by the UK 

Association of Buddhist Studies, held at Bath Spa University College, Bath, UK, June 

28-30, 2002. 

  

Paper Presented: “The Buddhist Doctrine of Karma as a Theory of Justice” at 

International Conference on Buddhism in Global Perspective, organized by K.J. 

Somayya Centre for Buddhist Studies, Mumbai, India, Otani University, Kyoto, Japan 

and Nav Nalanda and Mahavihara, Bihar, India, March 13t-15t, 2002. 

 

Participated and made a presentation: at State-of-the-art of Truth Commissions, 

Workshop for the Expert Public, Marga Institute and Berghof Foundation for Conflict 

Studies in Sri Lanka Office, Colombo; March 23rd 2002. 
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Invited Lecture: Spoke on Economic Crisis and Buddhism, at Sarvodaya International 

Workshop organized  in association with Deer-park Initiative, USA, on contemporary 

social, political and economic crisis in Sri Lanka; October 27, 2001. 

  

Reviewed “The Role of the Sangha in the Reconciliation Process in Sri Lanka. by 

Chandra R. de Silva and Tessa J. Bartholomuezs, on April  27, 2001, at Marga 

Institute, Colombo. 

 

Invited Buddhist Guest and Chaired a group session: at International Conference on 

religious dialogue, held in Vatican City, Rome to mark the 2000 Millennium, October 

23-27, 2000. 

 

Paper Presented at Rissho Kosei Kai symposium on Lotus Sutra. July 10-15 1999 

Bandaisan, Japan. Title of the paper: `Skill in Means in Buddhist Ethics’. 

 

Paper Presented at Kelaniya-Taisho Joint Conference held in Kelaniya University, 

Sri Lanka during 21-23 January, 1999. Title of the paper: `Buddhist Studies and 

Research in Sri Lanka: 1871-1999’. 

 

Paper Presented at NGO Consortium of Sri Lanka on `Role of Religion in the Present 

Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka’. 24-25 January, 1999. 

 

Paper Presented: At the Seminar on `Religion in Sri Lanka since Independence’: The 

theme of the paper: `Buddhism in Sri Lanka since Independence’ at the Ecumenical 

Centre for Study and Dialogue, Colombo 05, Sri Lanka, October 31st 1998. 

 

Professor KN Jayatilleke Memorial Lecture: on `KN Jayatilleke’s Interpretation of 

Nirvana Revisited’ July: 1998. 

 

Paper Presented: Seminar on `Word and Silence in Buddhism and Christianity’ 

organized by Pontificium Consilium pro Dialogo Inter Religiones, Rome; held in 

Ashirvanam Monastery in Bangalore, India, July 8-11, 1998 

 

Represented the Sri Lanka Buddhist Scholarship and Presented a Paper: at the 

Conference on Buddhist Studies and Research organized by the Center for Buddhist 

Studies, Chulalonkorn University, Thailand; Dec. 16-19 1997. The theme of the 

paper: `Buddhist Studies and Research in Sri Lanka 1971-1997’. 

 

Paper Presented: Seminar on `Globalization and Religion’ organized by Ecumenical 

Institute for Study and Dialogue: 15th - 16th September, 1997. The theme of the 

paper: `Globalization: Buddhist Perspective to Economics’.  

 

Discussant: Seminar on `Buddhism, Science and Realism’ at Institute of Fundamental 

Studies, Kandy, on May 9-11, 1997, jointly organized by Vidyartha Association and 

Institute of Fundamental Studies. 

 

Paper Presented: National Seminar on `Education for Peace, Tolerance, & National 

Reconciliation’ jointly organized by Sri Lanka Foundation and UNESCO New Delhi 



 

 

 13 

Office; at Sri Lanka Foundation Institute; 26th-28th January, 1996. Topic of the 

paper: `Rationale for Tolerance: A Critique and a Reconstruction’. 

 

Paper Presented: Symposium on `Wilhelm Geiger and Study of Sri Lanka’ organized 

by German Cultural  Institute, Colombo; July 21st- 23rd, 1995. Topic of the paper: 

`Authentication of the Scripture: A Study of  the Theravada Hermeneutics’. 

(published in Wilhelm Geiger and Study of Study of History and Culture Sri Lanka 

edited by Asanga Tilakaratne with Ulrich Everding, Colombo, 2000). 

 

Paper Presented: 11th Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies 

held in Mexico City, Mexico; Oct 24-28, 1994. Topic of the paper: ‘Saddha as an 

Aspect of  Knowledge and its Significance in the Buddhist Religious Practice’. 

 

Discussant: Symposium on `Nature, Ethics and Cosmology: An Exchange between 

Anthropology and Philosophy’; organized by the Research Project on Indegenous 

Medicine and Cultural Survival, University of Peradeniya, June 24-28, 1994: at 

University of Peradeniya. 

 

Sir Don Baron Jayatilleke Memorial Lecture YMBA Colombo Feb.13, 1994; Topic: 

Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka: Search for a Middle Position’.  

 

Organiser cum Coordinator: International workshop sponsored by UNESCO on 

Buddhist Research and Information , Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Colombo: Jan.21-23.1994. 

 

Participant: Seminar on `Buddhism and Christianity: Interaction between East and 

West’ jointly organized by German Cultural Institute, Colombo and Institute of 

Fundamental Studies (IFS), Kandy;  Dec. 18-19, 1993. at IFS, Kandy. 

 

Paper Presented: at seminar on `Health Care Allocation’ sponsored by Centre for 

Medical Ethics, University of Oslo, Norway;  Jan.29-31, 1993; Kandy, Sri Lanka. 

Topic of the paper: Health care Allocation: Some Buddhist Inputs. 

 

Paper Presented: at Fo Kuang Shan International Buddhist Conference, Kaoshung, 

Taiwan; December 1990; Topic of the paper: Valuing Nature: How Buddhism Can 

Help (published in the proceedings). 

 

Paper Presented: at First E. Lamotte Symposium, at L’universite de Louvain, 

Brussells; Sept 1989. Topic of the paper: ‘Development of Sacred Language in the 

Buddhist Tradition’. 

 

Paper Presented: at Western Conference for Association of Asian Studies (WCASS), 

August 1985.University of California, Long Beach; Topic of the paper: Robe and 

Ballot: Protestant Buddhism in Contemporary Sri Lankan Politics. 

 

Represented Buddhism: at the 6th Assembly of  World Council of Churches (WCC) 

held at University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada; August 1983. 

 



 

 

 14 

Paper Presented:  Buddhist Leaders’ and Scholars’ Conference: Colombo, Sri Lanka, 

September 1982: Topic of the paper: Buddhist Proposals for Development and Social 

Justice. 

 

Member of the Buddhist Group: Seminar on Religious and Cultural Traditions in the 

Development of Human Rights in Sri Lanka; organised by Sri Lanka Foundation; 

Sept-Dec. 1980. 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS 

 

1. Minis Getalu Pilibanda Bauddha Vigrahaya (in Sinhala) (An Analysis of Human 

Problems from a Buddhist Perspective), 1979 (State Literary award for the best 

publication of the category of Buddhism for 1979). Reprinted 1984, 1992 & 2009. 

 

2. Nirvana and Ineffability: A Study of the Buddhist Theory of Reality and 

Language pp. xi + 169. Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Colombo, 

Sri Lanka. 1993. 

 

3. Logic and Epistemology in Theravada (English translation of the Ven. Hagoda 

Khemananda’s Theravada Nyaya) pp. xvi + 135. Published by the author of the 

Sinhala Original. Colombo, Sri Lanka. 1993. 

 

4. Abhidharma Adhyayana (in Sinhala) (Studies in Abhidharma), Karunaratne and 

Sons Ltd., Homagama, Sri Lanka, 1995. (viii+294); the 2nd edition 2012 (S. Godage 

and Brothers, Colombo).  

 

5. Recent Rsearches in Buddhist Studies: Essays in Honour of Professor Y. 

Karunadasa. Edited with K. Dhammajoti and Kapila Abhayawansa. Professor Y. 

Karunadasa Felicitation Committee, Colombo. 1997. pp. XV+654. 

 

6. Beyond the Metaphysics of Common Sense. Edited with Arjuna de Zoysa, Y. 

Karunadasa, and Cahmpika Ranawaka. 1998. A joint Publication of Vidyartha, 

Colombo  and Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Colombo. 

 

7. Madihe Nahimi: Caritaya ha Cintanaya: (in Sinhala) (Life and Thought of the 

Venerable Madihe Na Himi), Sasana Sewaka Society, Maharagama, Sri Lanka, 1998 

& 2007 (viii+396) 

 

8. Wilhelm Geiger and the Study of the Culture and the History of Sri Lanka. 

Edited with Ulrich Everding. Geothe Institute and Postgraduate Institute of Pali and 

Buddhist Studies, Colombo. 2000. 

 

9. Sunyatavadayehi Darsanaya ha Caranaya  (in Sinhala) (Theory and Practice of 

Emptiness), Tivira Publishers, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka. 2001 (xvi+324) (The State 

literary award for the best publication in the category of philosophy for 2001) 
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10. Encounters with the Word: Essays to Honour Aloysius Pieris S.J.( 2004: 

Colombo) pp.vii+699; (edited with Robert Crusz and Marshal Fernando)' 
 
11. Dhamma - Vinaya : Essays in Honour of Venerable Professor Dhammavihari  

*pp. xiv+335 (-2005. Edited by Asanga Tilakaratne, Toshiichi Endo, G.A. Somaratne 

and Sanath Nanayakkara, published by Sri Lanka Association for Buddhist Studies, 

Colombo. 

12. Yolban grigo Pyohyon Bulganungson, (in Korean) CIR Publications, Korea 

2007. [Korean translation of Nirvana and Ineffability, Colombo, 1993.] (pp.343; 

ISBN # 978-89-92259-06-4) 

 

13. Budu Dahama (in Sinhala) Grade 10 text for the subject of Buddhism for Sri 

Lanka Government schools starting from 2007. [Karunaratne and Sons, Katuwana.] 

 

14. Theravada: View of the Elders (Published in the series of ‘Dimensions of Asian 

Spiritualities’ by the University of Hawaii Press in September 2012 pp.xxvii+186) 

Series Editor: Henry Rosemont Jr. 

 

15. 2600 Years of Sambuddhatva: Global Journey of Awakening – (with Prof. 

Oliver Abenayaka) a collection of 38 essays by scholars in 34 countries covering the 

state of Buddhism in the world, a project for the commemoration of the completion of 

2600 years of the Enlightenment of the Buddha, published by the Ministry of 

Religious Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka (Government Press, May 2012 pp.692). 

 

 

PAPERS (papers in Sinhala listed separately.) 

 

1. `A Few Clarifications Regarding the Doctrine of Anatta’ Buddha Sravaka Sastriya 

Samgrahaya (Annual publication of Buddha Sravaka Dharma Pethaya), 

Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka. 1982. pp. 103-105. 

 

2. `Development and Social Justice’ The Young Buddhist. Singapore. 1982.  pp. 199-

203. 

 

3. `Valuing Nature: How Buddhism Can Help’ Anthology of  Fo Kuang Shan 

International Buddhist Conference. Kaoshung, Taiwan. 1990. pp. 349-355. 

 

4. ‘The Development of Sacred Language in the Buddhist Tradition’. Premier 

Colloque Etienne Lamotte. Brusselles. 1993. pp. 115-121. 

 

5. `Ineffability’. Encyclopaedia of Buddhism vol. V. The Government of Sri Lanka. 

1993. pp. 568-75.  

 

6. `The Thesis of Religious Ineffability’. Sri Lanka Journal of Buddhist Studies vol. 

IV. Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, Colombo. 1994. pp. 135-49. 

 

7. `Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka: Search for a Middle Position’. (Text of the Sir Baron 

Jayatilleke Memorial Lecture). The Sunday Time. Feb. 29, 1994. 
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8. `K. N. Jayatilleke’. Encyclopeadia of Buddhism. vol. VI, Fascicle I. The 

Government of Sri Lanka. 1996. pp. 37-41. 

 

9. `The Lankavatarasutra’. Encyclopaedia of Buddhism. vol.VI, Fascicle 2, The 

Government of Sri Lanka, Colombo, 2000. 

10. ‘Saddha: A Prerequisite of Religious Action’. Recent Researches in  Buddhist 

Studies: Essays in Honour of Professor Y. Karunadasa. ed. Asanga Tilakaratne; Rev. 

K. Dhammajoti & Kapila Abhayawansa. Colombo. 1997. 

 

11. `Redefining the Role of the Bhikkhu: The Challenge of the Future’ (Thames 

Buddhist Vihara Vesak Publication, 1998. London.) 

 

12. `Authentication of the Scripture: A Study in the Theravada Hermeneutics’ 

Wilhelm Geiger and the Study of the History and Culture of Sri Lanka ed. Asanga 

Tilakaratne & Ulrich Everding. Colombo. 2000. pp.1-21 

 

13. `Karma’. Encyclopeadia of Buddhism. vol. VI. Fascicle I. The Government of Sri 

Lanka. 1996. pp.114-121.  

 

14. `Rationale for Tolerance: A Buddhist Critique and a Reconstruction’. Dialogue. 

vol. XXIII. ed. Aloysius Peiris S.J. Colombo, Sri Lanka, 1996. pp. 153-167. 

 

15. `Buddhism on Slavery’ Dialogue. vol. XXIII. ed. Aloysius Peiris S.J. Colombo, 

Sri Lanka. pp.1-12. 

 

16. `Dissent: theory and Practice in Buddhism. Kalana: G.S.B. Senanayaka 

Felicitation. ed. Prof. W.S. Karunatilake et al. Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.1996. pp.168-76. 

 

17. `The Role of the Buddhist Monk in the 21st Century’. Sarasavi Sandarasa. 

Colombo Buddhist Theosophical Society. 1997. pp.67-75. 

 

18. `Globalization: Buddhist Perspective to Economics’ Dialogue XXIV, ed. by Fr. 

Aloysius Pieris, Colombo, 1997. pp.53-65. 

 

19. “Fifty Years of Buddhism in Sri Lanka: 1948-1998”, Dialogue XXVI, ed. Fr. 

Aloysius Peiris, Colombo, 1999. pp.228-247. 

 

20. `Kathavatthuppakarana’. Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, vol.VI, Fascicle 2, 

Colombo, 2000. 

 

21. ` Logic’ Encyclopaedia of Buddhism vol.VI, Fascicle 3, Colombo, 2002. pp.317-

29. 

 

22. `Buddhist Studies and Research in Sri Lanka: 1972-1997’ in State of Buddhist 

Studies in the World, ed. By: Donald K. Swearer and Somparn Pornta, Bangkok: 

Centre for Buddhist Studies, Chulalonkorn University, Thailand. 2000. pp.33-72. 

 

23.Feature book review on `Vain Debates: The Buddhist Christian Controversies of 

Nineteenth Century Ceylon’ by R.V. Young & G.P.V. Somaratne’. The Royal Asiatic 

Society Journal. Colombo. 2000. 
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24. ‘Ineffability and the Buddhist Religious Experience’ in Buddha Sravaka 

University Journal. Anuradhapura. 1999. 

 

25. “Buddhist Enlightenment and Ineffability” in Pro Dialogo, Pontificium Consilium 

Pro Dialogo Inter Religiones, Vatican, Rome, 1999/1. pp.17-28. 

  

26. “Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka: The Role of Religion” in Synergizing Output of 

Humanitarian assistance: An Inter-Organization Awareness Raising Program, ed. 

Jayadeva Uyangoda, Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies, 10, Kynsey Terrace, 

Colombo 08, Sri Lanka. 2000. 

 

27. Feature book review on Nalin Swaris’s The Buddha’s Way to Human Liberation: 

A Socio-Historical Approach. (Colombo.1999) Dialogue: Colombo, Sri Lanka, 2000.  

 

28. Feature book review on Gunapala Dharmasiri’s The Nature of Medicine: A 

Critique of the Myth of Medicine. Kandy,1997. ( Sambhasha,  Ministry of Education, 

Colombo, 2000. pp.957-972.) 

 

29. ‘Sangiti and Samaggi: Communal Recitation and the Unity of the Sangha’, 

Buddhist Studies Review, UK, vol.17 No. 2 (2000).  pp.175-193. 

 

30. “Is Nirvana Ineffable?” in Buddhist Studies: Essays in Honour of Professor Lily 

de Silva, Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Peradeniya, Sri 

Lanka, 2002.  pp.65-83. 

 

31. “Buddhist non-theism: Theory and Practice” in Approaching the Dhamma: 

Buddhist Texts and Practices in South and Southeast Asia,  ed. Ann Blackburn and 

Jeffrey Samuels, Pariyatti Publishers, Seattle, USA. 2003. pp.125-149.  

 

32. “K.N. Jayatilleke’s Interpretation of Nirvana Revisited”, Arcana: M.H.F. 

Jayasuriya Felicitation Volume, Godage Brothers, Colombo, 2002. pp.169-190. 

 

33. “Mysticism”, Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, The Government of Sri Lanka, 

Colombo. Vol. vii. Fascicle:1 

 

34. “Nihilism”, Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, The Government of Sri Lanka, 

Colombo. Vol.vii, fascicle 1. 

 

35. “Dependent Co-origination: The Buddhist Approach to Reality” in Dialogue, New 

Series, Vol.xxix. 2002. pp.70-80. 

 

36. “The Buddhist Doctrine of Karma as a Theory of Justice” in Buddhism in Global 

Perspective, vol.I, ed. by Kalpakam Sankaranarayan, Ravindra Panth: Ichijo Ogawa. 

Mumbai, New Delhi,2003. pp.202-217. 

 

37. “The Buddha and his Sangha” in Pro Dialogo (Bulletin 113  2003/2), Pontificium 

Consilium pro Dialogo Inter Religiones, Rome, 2003 pp.145-160. 
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38. “Using Physical Force/Violence and Inflicting Pain as Problems in Buddhist 

Ethics”, published in Proceedings of seminar on Exchange of Buddhist Thought and 

Culture between Sri Lanka and Korea, held on 8th January, 2003. 

 

39. “Pragmatism” Encyclopaedia of Buddhism. 

 

40. Introduction from the point of view of the East to The Supreme Doctrine & The 

Realization of the Self by Herbert Benoit published by Sussex Academic Press, UK, 

2004. 

 

41. “On Alloysius Peiris s.j. on Inter-religious Dialogue and the Problem of Truth in 

Religion: A Buddhist Perspective” in Encounters with the Word: Essays to Honour 

Alloysius Peiris s.j. (Eds.) Robert Crusz, Marshall Fernando and Asanga Tilakaratne, 

Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue, Colombo, 2004. pp.381-97 

 

42. "Personality Differences of Arahants and the Origins of Theravada: A Study of 

Two Great Elders of the Theravada Tradition: Maha Kassapa and Ananda" in 

Dhamma-Vinaya: Essays in Honour of Professor Dhammavihari (Jotiya 

Dhirasekera), ed. by: Asanga Tlakaratne et al. Sri Lanka Association for Buddhist 

Studies, Colombo. 2005. pp.229-257. 

 

43. 'Enlightened Ignorance in Buddhist Philosophy of Education" in Wimala-

Prabhasa: Essays in Honour of Venerable Professor Bellanwila Wimalaratana, 

Bellanwila Rajamaha Viharaya, 2006.  pp312-331. 

 

44. “Sacca” (Truth), Encyclopaedia of Buddhism. 

 

45. “The Role of Buddhist Monks in resolving the conflict” in Buddhism, Conflict and 

Violence in Modern Sri Lanka ed. By Mahinda Deegalle, Routeledge, London & New 

York, 2006. pp.210-225. 

 

46. “Buddhist Views on Religious Conversion” in Dialogue, New Series, vols. XXXII 

& XXXIII, 2005-2006. pp.58-82. 

 

47. “How mental health can be addressed in a gender-sensitive manner according to 

Buddhist philosophy”, United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 

Regional South Asia Head Quarters, New Delhi. 2006. 

  

48. Foreword for the section on Philosophy and Epistemology in Studies in Buddhist 

Philosophy and Religion: Collected papers of Professor P.D. Premasiri, ed. 

Soorakkulame Pemaratana and Raluwe Padmasiri (Department of Pali and Buddhsit 

Studies, University of Peradeniya, 2006) 

 

49. “Buddhism and Modernity: Between Two Buddha-Jayantis (2500-2550) and 

Beyond”: 2550 Buddha Jayanthi: Watershed in Human development pp. 107-133. 

(BuddhaJayanthi Secretariat. 2007) 

 

50. “Xuan Zang and Fa Hsien on the History and Religion of Sri Lanka” in Pali and 

Buddhist Studies: Silver Jubilee Commemoration Volume of the Buddhist and Pali 

Unversity of Sri Lanka, ed. Akiriye Nanda et al. (Homagama 2007) pp.208-218.  
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51. “Critical Thinking and Logic: A View from Periphery”  Sri Lanka Journal of 

Social sciences, vol.29-30 (June-December 2006/2007, National Science Foundation 

(NSF), Colombo. pp.51-69. 

 

52. “Nirvana of the Healthy Mind” in The Social Construction of a New Buddhist 

Psychology: Moving Away from Religion and Philosophy, M.G.T. Kwee (Ed.) & 

Consultant Eds. M.K. Kwee-Taams, P. Soorakkulame & A. Tilakaratne) (17 pages)  

 

53. “Globalization and Religion: Is Religion an Equal Competitor?”, Social Science 

Review, Fall-2007, (pp.77-95) Social Science Research Institute (SSRI), Yonsei 

University, Korea.   

 

54. “Suffering of Life, Death and Liberation in Theravada Buddhism”, International 

Journal of Buddhist Thought and Culture, vol.10, (pp.87-103) Dongguk University, 

Korea. 2007 

 

55.”Some Key Aspects of Buddhist Philosophy of Education”, Korean Journal of 

Religious Education, Korea, pp.127-140, December: 2007.   

 

56. “Trying to Understand Donation of Children and Wives and Related Matters in 

the Theravada Buddhist Ethics” The Mahachulalankornrajavidyalaya University 

Journal of Buddhist Studies (MJBS) vol. I, Thailand, (pp.71-89), 2007-2008.  

 

57.”Insights from Tripitaka on the Issue of Justice” in Dialogue, New Series xxxv-

xxxvi  2008/2009 pp.94-118. 

 

58. “The Theravada Standpoint on Meat Eating” in Bul Gyo Hak Bo (Journal of 

Korean Buddhist Research Institute, Dongguk University (2008) pp.78-98.   

 

59. “Monastic Sexual Behaviour: A Study of the first parajika and related rules of the 

Theravada Vinaya” in Buddhist and Pali Studies in Honour of the Venerable 

Kakkapalliye Anuruddha, (pp.651-663), Centre for Buddhist Studies, The University 

of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 2009. 
 

60.  “Impact of war, globalization and commercialization on Buddhism: A study of 

contemporary Sinhala Buddhism in Sri Lanka’ in South and Southeast Asia Culture 

and Religion, (South and Southeast Asian Association for the Study of Culture and 

Religion (2009: vol. III) pp. 64-84. 

 

61. Foreword to Beyond Asava and Kilesa: Understanding the Roots of Suffering 

According to the Pali Canon, You Mee Lee (Nedimala: Buddhist Cultural Centre, 

2009). 

 

62. Working with tsunami affected people in the South: Stories toward rebuilding life 

by strenthening the mind” in After the Waves: The Impact of the Tsunami on Women 

in Sri Lanka ed. Neloufer de Mel, Kanchana N. Ruwanpura and Gameela 

Samarasinghe (Colombo: Social Scientists Association 2009) pp.221-233. 

 

63. “Political Metaphor in the Life of the Buddha” in Nanappabha: A Felicitation 

Volume in Honour of Venerable Dr. Pategama Gnanarama Maha Thera. (ed. Ven. 
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Dr. Rangama Chandawimala and Prof. Chandima Wijebandara) Singapore: Ti-sarana 

Buddhist Association 2011. pp.145-154. 

 

64. “Contemporary Indian Interpretations of Buddhism Interpreted” in The Journey of 

the Holy Tree: Cultural Interface Between India and Sri Lanka (ed. H.M. Mahinda 

Herath & Birender Singh), Colombo: Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 

2011. Pp. 16-19.   

 

65. “Religious Ethics and the New World Order: A Buddhist Critique and 

Reconstruction” (Published in the proceedings of The International Conference to 

Commemorate the 100th Birth Anniversary of the Great Patriarch Sangwol Wongak 

(Korea 2011) pp.118-135. 

 

66.“The Meaning and Significance of Sambuddhatva” in 2600 Sambuddhatva 

Jayanthiya, London: World Buddhist Forum 2011. pp. 16-19. 

 

67. “Buddhism in Sri Lanka’ (with Nambirittankadawara Gnanaratana Thera, and 

Sanath Nanayakkara) in 2600 Years of Sambuddhatva: Global Journey of Awakening 

(Colombo: The Government of Sri Lanka 2012) pp.85-103. 

 

68. “Buddhism Beyond 2600 Yeras: Continuing the Journey” in 2600 years of 

sambuddhatva: Global Journey of Awakening (Colombo: The Government of Sri 

Lanka 2012) pp. 569-585. 

 

69. “The Mahasi sayadaw Method of Vipassana Meditation: An Abbreviated Path or a 

Misundertsanding?” in Buddhist Meditation: Text, Tradition and Practice (ed) Ven. 

Kammai Dhammasami and Charles Willeman (Somaiya Publications Pvt. Ltd. 

Mumbai (2012) pp. 55-78. 

 

70. “Verification, Falsification and Search for Certainty in Knowledge: An Old 

Question Revisited from a Buddhist Perspective” in Abhayaprasadini: Essays in 

Honour of Professor Oliver Abenayaka, ed. Walletota Indananda Thera and Tunkama 

Pannalankara Thera (Colombo: Godage Publishers 2012) pp.47-54. 
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 wNsO¾u iuqÉph" isxy, mßj¾;kh ( fyakamsáf.or [dKiSy ysñ 

 i¾fjdaoh úYaj f,aLd wdh;kh" r;au,dk" - 2002 msgq ( Vii – Xii 

 

22' m%ia;djkdj 

 wNsO¾uduD;h" isxy, mßj¾;kh ( fyakamsáf.or [dKiSy ysñ  

   i¾fjdaoh úYaj f,aLd wdh;kh" r;au,dk" - 2002 msgq ( Vii – Xii 
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23' úia;rd;ul yeÈkaùu  

 uydldYHm yduqÿrefjda" rdclSh mKaä; krudfka nqoaOrlaÅ; ysñ" Y%S foaú  m%ldYk - 

2002 

 

24' úia;rd;ul yeÈkaùu  

 ijKSh nqÿnK" ohdr;ak wxfyÜá.u" iqßh m%ldYk - 2002 

 

25' “ckjd¾.sl >Ügkh úioSfïoS NslaIqkaf.a ld¾hNd¾h" ^uq,a bx.sßis ,smsfhys mßj¾;kh& 

 nqÿiuh yd YS% ,xldfõ ckjd¾.sl >Ügkh" ixialdrl ( È.,af,a uyskao" 

fld<U" - 2002 msgq ( 277-308 

 

27' “wmßñ; iafkayh ms<sn| fn!oaO mrudo¾Ykh”  

 {dkdf,dal iïNdjkd Ydia;%Sh ix.%yh ^ixialrKh ( ;s,la ldßhjiï" 

Whkaj;af;a [dKdf,dal Wmydr lñgqj fõje,aÿj" le<Ksh& - 2003 

 

28' úia;rd;aul yeÈkaùu ( msßf;ys mßKduh" l¾;D ( .euqKqisß tf.dv.uf.a ^l¾;D 

m%ldYk& 

 

29 f,dal fn!oaO wOHhk ;=< Y%S ,dxlsl f:arjdo yd md,s wOHhk( wNsfhda." .eg¨ 

yd wkd.;h' Y%S ,xld m%dÖk NdfIdamldr iud.u" 2004 msgq( 33' 

 

30' “f.da,ShlrKh yd NslaIqkajykafia” 

 idrÒ ( r;ale/õfõ úu,Oïu kdysñ" wNskkao ix.%yh" ixialdrl ( lähdf¾ 

fidaudkkao ysñ 2006 

 

31' “Y%S ,dxlsl nqÿiuh hkafkys w¾:h l=ulao@” 

 uydpd¾h l=iqud lreKdr;ak wNskkaok" ixialrKh( w.,lv isß iquk ysñ 

wdoSyq 

 úf–iQßh .%ka: flakaøh' 2007 msgq( 428 - 440'  

32. ud;rska ìysjq uykdysñjre ^ud;r jxYh" ^m%:u Nd.h& ixialD;sl lghq;= yd 

cd;sl Wreuhka ms<sn| wud;HxYh&" n;a;ruq,a,' ixia' iq.;a jgf.or wdÈyq 

^2008& msgq 605 - 618' 

33. “wkHd.ñl lrKh ms<sn| fn!oaO wdl,amh”, [dKd[ac,S( mrumqcH je,s.u Y%S 

{dkr;akdNsOdk uyd kdhl iajdókaø wNsm%Yxid" ixia' rKia.,af,a [dKùr 

ysñ" Ô' ta' .dñKS r;akY%S" m%ldYkh( .re wud;H ñ,skao fudrf.d" r;au,dk' 

2008 msgq( 81 - 112' ^mßj¾;kh( wdpd¾h fvkais,a fiakdër&   
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34. úia;rd;aul yeÈkaùu ( urKh ms<sn| fn!oaO Ñka;kh ( fvkais,a fiakdër" 

fn!oaO ixialD;sl uOHia:dkh"  foysj, 2009 msgq IX – XV 

 

35. “fn!oaO kq;kjdoh iy yslalvqfõ Y%S iqux., kdysñ” 

iïNdId( yslalvqfõ isß iqux., kdysñ wkqiaurK l,dmh' ixialdrl( mqcH 

j,iajefõ [dKr;k kdysñ yd mS' rEmisxy fmf¾rd' 

wOHdmk wud;HxYfha msßfjka wOHdmk YdLdj' 2009$2010 msgq( xlv - lxiv  

 

36. “nqqÿ oyu yd kq;k;ajh( 2500 - 2550 iïnqoaO;aj chka;s wvishjil w;S;h" 

j¾;udkh yd wkd.;h”  

pkaø úl%u .uf.a fiajd oSmkS' ixia' tÉ'tï' fudrgqj.u yd isßfiak ú;dkf.a' 

tia' f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda ^mqoa.,sl& iud.u 2010' msgq( 12 - 58 

 

37. f:arjdo iïm%odh iy Y%S l,HdKsjxY uydksldh( iÕ mrmqrl .uka uÕ  

^2010 fkdjeïn¾ 26 jk Èk wr,sh.y ukaÈrfha oS Y%S l,HdKsjxY uyd 

ksldfha iure Wf<f,a oS mj;ajk ,o Ydia;%Sh foaYkh& msgq 16 

 

38. úia;rd;aul yeÈkaùu 

nqoaolksldh ùuxid (mqcH ú,amsg iqOïud,xldr ysñ" l¾;D m%ldYk" 2011" msgq ( 

XVI – LXXV (16 – 75) 

 

39. “jc%hdkh ms<sn| ye|skaùula” 

úfoHdoh O¾u Ydia;%Sh ix.%yh( yslalvqfõ Y%S iqux., ishjia iure úfYaI 

l,dmh' ixialrKh( uydpd¾h ul=remafma Oïudkkao ysñ yd rdclSh mKaä; 

mqiaie,a,dfõ {dKr;k ysñ' 

úfoHdoh wdÈ YsIH ix.ufha m%ldYkhls ^2011& msgq ( 207-228 

 

40. fmrjok 

fm!reI j¾Okh i|yd WmfiaY idys;Hh" pïmd midÈkS huisxy 

^iSudiys; f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda( 2011& pp: VII – IX. 

  

40' “wNsO¾u msglh yeoErSu” 

  wNsO¾u wOHhkh ^fojk ixialrKh& ( iS$i f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda - 

urodk - 2012 msgq 102 - 113  
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41.  “Oïuix.KSmamlrKh yd tys wka;¾.;h ms<sn| úuiqula”  

wNsO¾u iïNdjkd( ima;m%lrK O¾u ix.%y' ixialdrl( Ydia;%m;s mia.ïuk 

{dKsiair ysñ wdoSyq' 

mÜGdk O¾u iNdj ^2012& msgq 1-13 

 

42. “uydpd¾h T,sj¾ wfíkdhl( Ydia;%Sh we.hSula”  

wNhm%idÈkS( uydpd¾h U,sj¾ wfíkdhl Wmydr Ydia;%Sh .%ka:h' ixialdrljre( 

je,af,af;dg bkaodkkao ysñ yd ;=xlu m[a[d,xldr ysñ' iSudiys; f.dvf.a 

iy ifydaorfhda ^mqoa& iud.u" fld<U ^2012& pp: XVI – XXIV 

 

43. fmrjok 

iq;a;ksmd;fhys wÜGl - mdrdhk foj¾.fhys ms<sìUq jk fn!oaO Ñka;dj( 

fikr;a úf–iqkaor 

iSudiys; f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda ^mqoa.,sl& iud.u" fld<T' 2012 msgq( XVII – XXXI 

 

44. “ixj¾Okh i|yd fn!oaO m%fõYhla” wd¾Ól úuiqu ^2012 fmnrjdß$ ud¾;=& 

uyck nexl=j" fld<U msgq( 25-27 

 

45. “wdishdfjys wd.ñl iy od¾Yksl miqìu” 

Asian Community and Coexistence in Multi-Ethnic and Multi-cultural Contexts. 

ed. Nimal Mallawa Arachchi, Department of Sinhala, University of Kelaniya, 

Kelaniya. (2013) msgq (135-154 

 

46. “nqÿoyfuys m%dfhda.sl;ajh”,  ksjka u." ixia' tÉ' tï' .=K;s,l  

^rcfha uqøKd,Sh fn!oaO ix.uh" 2013& msgq( 1 - 7 

 

 

Book Reviews (Newspaper) 

 

1. `The Lover of Wisdom’ (A brief discussion on K.N. Jayatilleke’s philosophy) 

Daily News. July 23, 1993. 

 

2. `A Reliable Presentation of Abhidhamma’ (A review of Comprehendive Manual of 

Abhidhamma by Bhikkhu Bodhi. Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy, Sri Lanka. 

1992). Daily News. Nov. 6, 1993. 

 

3. `Invaluable for Those Concerned about the Future of Buddhism’. (A review of An 

Agenda for International Buddhist Community. Ananda Guruge. Karunaratna and 

Sons, Colombo, Sri Lanka.) Sunday Observer. Feb. 20 & 27, 1994. 
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4. `Buddhist Monks in Medieval Sri Lanka’. (A review of  Polonnaru ha Dambadeni 

Katikavat. Yatadolawatte Dhammavisuddhi. Postgraduate Institute of Pali and 

Buddhist Studies. Colombo, Sri Lanka. 1995). Daily News. August 31, 1996.  

 

5. `A Commentary to the Mahavamsa’. (A review of Vamsatthappakasini: The 

Mahavamsa Tika. Translated into Sinhala by Akuretiye Amaravansa Nayaka Thera 

and Hemachandra Disanayaka. Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, 

Colombo, Sri Lanka). Daily News. Oct. 05, 1996. 

 

6. `Making of  a Modern Bhikkhu’ (A review of  The Venerable Suriyagoda 

Sumangala Thera. B.S. Siriwardhana. Parama Dhamma cetiya Pirivena, Sri Lanka. 

1996). Daily News. Nov. 09, 1996. 

 

7. `Sociology of Buddhism’ (A review of An Approach to Buddhist Social 

Philosophy. Pategama Gnanarama Thera.Tisarana Buddhist Association, Singapore. 

1996). Daily News. Dec.28, 1996. 

 

8. `The Parinirvana of the Buddha: Its Religion and History’ (A review of  The 

Mission Accomplished. Pategama Gananrama Thera. Tisarana Buddhist association, 

Singapore. 1997). Daily News. June 28, 1997. 

 

9. “Buddhism and Science: One analysis but Two Different Goals?” (Prof. J.K.P. 

Ariyaratne’s Two Buddhist Suttas Viewed from Science, Pannipitiya, Sri Lanka, 2001) 

The Sunday Times, Jan. 27, 2002. 

 

10. “Humanistic Buddhism: A Vision for the Future” (Humanistic Buddhism for 

Social Wellbeing: An Overview of Grand Master Hsing Yun’s Interpretation in 

Theory and Practice, Ananda Guruge, Light Publishing, Los Angeles, USA 2003) 

Daily News, 12 November, 2003. 
 

11. The Buddha’s Technique and Practice in Counselling, Jenny Queck 2007 

 

12. “Rebirth of a Buddhist Classic” (Gods in Buddhism MMJ Marasinghe 2010 

Sarasavi Publishers, Nugegoda) The Island 20th March, 2010. 

 

13. Sigiriya: Kassapa’s Homage to Beauty, Siri Gunasinghe 2010 

 

14. “A Question Paper to Theravada Buddhists” (Concept of Merit in Buddhism, MMJ 

Marasinghe, Sarasawi Publishers, Nugegoda 2010) The Island, 4th August, 2010. 
 

15. “On ‘the Dhamma on the Dhamma” (The Theravada Abhidhamma: An Inquiry 

into the Nature of Conditioned Reality (pp.xvii+361. Y. Karunadasa, Centre for 

Buddhist Studies, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 2010) The Island, November 

17, 2010 
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Postgraduate Research Supervision (Completed) 

 

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil):  

 

------:   ‘A Comparative Study of the Ethical Teachings of the Dhammapada and 

Proverbs of the First Testament’ (in Sinhala), Miss. M.M.T. Sheila Fernando. 1996. 

 

------:  ‘Pali Literature in the Mahanuwara Period’ -in Sinhala medium- Mr. A G. 

Piyasena. 1999. 

 

------: ‘A Study of the Vibhanga-vagga of the Majjhimanikaya with Special Attention 

to the Significance of Vibhanga in the Teaching of the Buddha’. 1997. Ms. Yu Nam 

Hyun. 2001. 

 

-------: ‘A Study of  Po Jo Chinul’s Susimkyol with Reference to the Teaching of 

Early Buddhism’. 1997. Ms. Chang Yu Jin. 2001. 

 

-------: ‘A Critical Study of Buddhist Psychotherapy with Special Reference to the 

System Practised by Dr. H.S.S. Nissanka’, Rev. Ten Siaw Ming (2001), 2003. 

-------: ‘A Buddhist Approach to Management of Stress among Professionals’, Ms. 

Devika Prianganie Peiris, (2001) 2005. 

 

---------- ‘Communication of the Buddha’s Dhamma: A Survey and analysis of the 

Period from Parinibbana to Twelfth Century in Sri Lanka’, Mr. Russell Bowden, 

2002. (with Prof. Toshiichi Endo) 2006. 

 

 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): (Completed) 

 

-------:  ‘Universalism in the Teachings of the Buddha’, Mr. Somasara Dasanayaka. 

1999. 

 

-------:  ‘A Study of Philosophical and Religious Significance of Question and Answer 

in Pali Nikayas’. Mr. Yang Hai Hyun. (1995) 2001. 

  

-------:  ‘Defilements and Related Phenomena; Their Nature and Their Role in 

Causing Suffering: A Study in the Buddhist Path of Purification Based on the Sutta 

and Abhidhamma Pitakas’. Ms. Yu Mee Lee. (1998) 2003. 

 

-------:  ‘A Study of the Materials Relating to Vipassana Meditation as Found in 

Buddhist Scriptures’, Mr. Jeong Jun Young, (1999) 2003. (With Prof. Tilak 

Kariyawasam)                               

 

-------:  ‘A Religious and Philosophical Study of the Ultimate Goal as Taught in 

Buddhism and Christianity’ (in Sinhala), Ms. Sheila Fernando, (1998) 2003. (With 

Alloysius Peiris, S.J.) 
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-------: ‘The Path, Practice and Realization: A Study, with Special Reference to Early 

Buddhism, in Psychology and Philosophy of Seon Buddhism as Expounded by 

Chinul’, Ms. Chang Yu Jin (2001), 2004. 

 

-------: ‘A Study of the Buddhist Philosophy, Religion and Psychology of Death’, Mr. 

Denzil Senadheera, (1999) 2004 

 

-------: ‘Knowledge and the Ways of Imparting it as Found in the Pali Canon: A Study 

in the Buddhist Concept of Education’, Ms. Yu Nam Hyun, (2001) 2005. 

 

-------:  A Study of the Nature, Characteristics and Types of Stream- Winner 

(Sotapanna) according to the Pali Canon (Candidate: Rev. Yi Ru). (2005)  
 
-------:  ‘Socio - Anthropological Study of the Kavyasekhara Maha Kavya of Sri 

Rahula Sangharaja with special Reference to its Moral and Legal Philosophy" (with 

Prof. Chandrasiri Palliyaguru) (Candidate: A.M.K. Attanayaka). (2005) 

 

--------' A Psychological Study of Jhanas, Maggas and Phalas in Buddhist Path of 

Purification, Rev. Xing Pu, 2003. (2008) 

--------‘ Problems in Translation and Interpretation Related to the Vinayapitakapali, 

Rev. Dung Dinh Truong, 2005. (2008) 

 

---------- ‘Two Versions of Vessantara Jataka and Their Influence on Buddhism in 

Shan State, The Union of Myanmar’, Rev. Sengpan Pannavansa, 2001. (2007) 

 

--------' A Study of the Later Development of Theravada Vinaya With special 

reference to Khuddasikkha' , Ven. Ding Hui, 2003. (2008) 

 

---------  ‘A Buddhist Analysis of Modern Parapsychology’, Mr. G. Halgaswatta, 

1999. (2009) 

 

-----------‘Religious Experience from a Buddhist Perspective with Special Emphasis 

On the Experience of Sotapattiphala’ Ms. Yuki Sirimane, 2005 (2009) 

 

-------- ‘A Study of the Role of Upasaka in Early Buddhism’, Rev. Pramaha Phocana 

Phayakphittayangkura, 2006. (2001)  

 

--------' Contributions of Early Buddhist Teachings to the Field of Marketing, Mr. 

Priyantha Devasiri, 2011 (2004). 
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Postgraduate Supervision in Progress: 

 

Rev. U. Ananda, University of Colombo, 2010. 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): “Buddhaghosa: An Innovator Harmonizer or a 

Follower?”,  

 

Russell Bowden, Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University 

of Kelaniya, Colombo 2007. (PhD) “The Pali Theravada Tipitaka – major events in 

its transmission from 483 B.C. to 1165 A.D.”,   

 

W.M.P.L. De Alwis, Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of Colombo, 2010. 

“Enhancing Criminal Law through Buddhist Philosophy”,  

 
 

Ms. Niluka Gunawardena : PhD candidate, Griffith University, Australia (2012).  

3rd supervisor. Topic: Encounters between strangers: Conversations between epistemologies 

of Ableism and Buddhism for a new hermeneutic of disability.  

 

Lim Hyung Jan: University of Colombo. (2012)  

Dhamma-school model in Sri Lanka as a possible effective means of strengthening the 

morality of the youth: A study on the Theravada Buddhist social philosophy with special 

focus on the globalized Korean society. 

 

Lee, Hyenseok, University of Colombo (2012) 

A conceptual and philosophical study of the phenomenon of happiness with special focus on 

the concept of happened in the Theravada Buddhist Thought. 

 

Kim Ki Wook, University of Colombo (2012) 

Comprehensive study of the significance of the five aggregates as the theoretical and 

practical basis to understand the Buddhist concept of reality. 

 

Suranga Amarakoon, University of Colombo (2012) 

A Buddhist Theoretical approach for psychological counseling. 

 

Fulbright Junior Researchers:   

 

Marisa S. Angell (1996-1997)   

Tom Rosenberg (2009-2010) 

Fulbright Senior Fellow:  

 

Susanne Mrozik (PhD) (2010-2012) 

 



 

 

 30 

Postgraduate Research Examination 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): `A Critical Edition of Abhidhammattha Sangaha 

Sarupa’. Mr. S. Varma. Australian National University, Australia. 1992. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): Buddhism Through British Eyes: A Study of 

Domination Debate and Dialogue in 19th Century Sri Lanka. Miss. Elzabeth June 

Harris.   PGIPBS. 1993. 

 

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil): `A Critical translation of Fang Dong Jin: the Chinese 

Version of Brahmajalasutra’. Rev. Jin Hua. Postgraduate Institute of Pali and 

Buddhist Studies (PGIPBS), 1994. 

  

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil): `Nagasena Bhiksu Sutra: An Annotated Translation 

and Study’. Rev. Guang Xing. PGIPBS. 1994.   

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil): Buddha Sravaka Kristu Sravaka: Towards a 

Pedagogical Sri Lankan Hermeneutics’. Rev. Shantikumar Hettiaracchi. University of 

Peradeniya. 1994. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): `An Analysis of the Vinaya in the Light of the Modern 

Legal Philosophy’. Mr. Ananda Grero. PGIPBS. 1995. 

 

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil): `A Critical Study and Translation of the First Two 

Chapters of  Xuan Zang’s Version of Vasubandhu’s Commentary on 

Mahayanasamgraha’. Rev. Dao Lung. PGIPBS. 1997. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy: “The Concept of  Punna in Early Buddhism”: D. Saddhasena, 

Sri Lanka Buddhist and Pali University, Colombo. 2002. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy: ‘Quest for Transcendence in the Writings of Sithamparam 

Ramalingam’, Fr. Francis Jeyeraj Rasiah, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, 2002. 

 

Master of Philosophy: “A socio-Anthropological Study of Thera-Therigathas”: S.M. 

Seneviratne, Sri Lanka Buddhist and Pali University, Colombo. 2002 

 

Doctor of Philosophy: ‘A Study of the Catubhanavarapali and the Act of Chanting 

Pirith in Sri Lanka’, PGIPBS, Mr. G. Egodagamage, 2003. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy: ‘Recent Trends in Buddhism in India and Thailand’, Sean 

Chandram, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Banaras Hindu University, 

Varanasi, India. 2003. 

 

Master of Philosophy: “A Buddhist Ethics Conducive to Environment Protection”: 

P.D. Upali De Alwis, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka (1995/96) 2003. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy: “The Relation of ‘Pajanati’ to Mind and Personality 

Development in early Buddhism: A Textual Study of Sutta Pitaka”: Bhikkhu Hwan 

Seong, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, 2004. 
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Master of Arts: “Buddhism and Christianity on Nature and Creation: Implications for 

an Environmental Society”, Fr. W.E.C. Fernando, Department of Philosophy, 

University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 2008. 

 

Master of Philosophy: “Buddha and Schopenhauer: On the Concept of Human 

Liberation”, K.M.C. Dhammasami, Department of Philosophy, University 

Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 2009. 
 

Doctor of Philosophy: “Sati Practice and its relation to Sanna in the Light of early Pali 

texts”, Hwan-Seon Yoon, Buddhist and Pali Studies Department, University of 

Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 2009. 
 

Doctor of Philosophy: “From Helpless to Selfless: the Descriptive Nature of “Mine” 

and “I” as Papanca: Buddhist Insights for Cognitive Therapy”, Maya Shobrook, 

Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 2009.  

 

Doctor of Philosophy: “The Sunnata (Emptiness) Concept in Early Buddhism: A 

Study Based on Pali Nikayas and Early Mahayana Scriptures”, Chan Fook Peng, 

Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 2011.  

Department  

 

Master of Arts: “On the Need to Integrate a Concept of Man in Developmental 

Thought”, P.R.S. Sugeeshwara Gunaratne, Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of 

Colombo, 

Sri Lanka. 2011. 

 

 

Current Research Interests and On-Going Projects 

 

* The Buddhist concept of Justice: its theory and practice (a study project carried out 

at University of Oxford during October 1999 – September 2000; currently working on 

a publication on it). 

*Applied Buddhism in such areas as inter-religious understanding, psychological 

counselling and psychotherapy, equality, rights and justice.  

* Contemporary Buddhism in Sri Lanka  

 

*Sri Lanka contributor for the international research project –The Power of the Word: 

Socio-Philosophical Dimensions of Buddhism- in collaboration between K.J. Somaiya 

Centre for Buddhist Studies, Mumbai and Indian Council for Philosophical Research 

(ICPR) (2010-2012). 

 

* Issues of Buddhist logic – A study on Buddhist logic and translating into Sinhala 

Dharmakirti’s Nyaya-bindu ( a research project approved by the University of 

Colombo (2011-2012)  

  
 

References: 

Prof. Y.Karunadasa, Emeritus Professor of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of 

Kelaniya. Current mailing address: Centre for Buddhist Studies, University of Hong 

Kong, Hong Kong. (ykarunadasa.karunadasa@gmail.com) 

 

mailto:ykarunadasa.karunadasa@gmail.com
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Dr. Aloysius Peiris s.j. Director, Tulana Research Centre, Gonawela Road, Gonawela- 

Kelaniya 11630, Sri Lanka (aloypsj@gmail.com) 


